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measures which his paper advocated were adopted by the first con- 
stitutional convention and resulted in the rejection of the constitu- 
tion. The factional warfare which centered in these two papers con- 
tinued for some years, but in 1852 the Argus and the Democrat were 
united with Beriah Brown as editor. In 1855 the paper was sold, 
and after various changes, in 1860 Brown established the People's 
Press in Milwaukee and purchased a half interest in the News. 
In the winter of 1862 he removed to Stockton, California, where he 
was engaged as editor of the (Stockton) Republican, the only Demo- 
cratic paper in the state. The establishment was removed to Sacra- 
mento in 1863 where the material was subsequently broken up and 
thrown into the street by a mob. After this Brown removed to San 
Francisco and established the Democratic Press. This establishment 
also was totally destroyed by a mob in 1865, and the editor was 
forced to flee for his life. After a few months in Mexico he returned 
and became joint publisher of the Santa Rosa Democrat. In 1866 
he accepted a call as editor and general manager of the Oregon 
Herald at Portland; in 1869 he established the Democrat Press at 
Salem, Oregon. Repudiation of the state debt in 1870 caused him 
to leave that state and his party. He edited the Standard at Olympia, 
Washington Territory for a year and in 1871 established the Puget 
Sound Dispatch at Seattle, which was merged in the Intelligencer in 
1878, of which he was senior editor. 

In 1879 and 1880 Mr. Brown was mayor of Seattle. The next 
year he retired from active life, and died February 8, 1900 at the 
home of his son, A. N. Brown, at Anaconda, Montana. 

THE KNAPP-STOUT & CO. LUMBER COMPANY 
Can you tell me something about when the Knapp-Stout Company 
located at Menomonie, the number of men they at times employed, in- 
cluding their camp crews, and their use of printed duebills? Is it true 
that they had the largest sawmill in Wisconsin? 

H. R. Holand 

Ephraim 
In the spring of 1846 Capt. William Wilson was ascending the 
Mississippi on a steamboat when he was told of the great stand of 
white pine on the Chippewa and its tributaries. He left the steamboat 
at Nelson's Landing and went across country on foot to the Red 
Cedar, where on the site of the present city of Menomonie he found 
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a small mill operated by the firm of Black and Green. The latter was 
eager to sell his share and leave the pineries. Wilson hired a canoe 
and with an Indian guide went fifty miles up the river to examine the 
timber. Satisfied that there was a great amount of timber he went 
back to his home in Fort Madison, Iowa, to secure money to buy out 
Green. He interested John H. Knapp, a young man of twenty-one 
just home from an eastern college, with some money to invest. 
May 19, 1846 Knapp and Wilson drew up a copartnership agree- 
ment and bought out Green for $2,000. 

The mill began operating June first under the new name of Black 
and Knapp. That autumn David Black died, and Knapp and Wilson 
arranged with his executors for his share of the mill, paying in all 
$2,400 for his half interest. In August, 1850 the firm took in Andrew 
Tainter, their foreman. In 1853 Henry L. Stout of Dubuque bought 
a quarter interest, when the firm became Knapp, Stout and Company. 
The firm now expanded very rapidly. Stout's capital permitted it 
to enlarge operations. May 1, 1854 Thomas B. Wilson, oldest son 
of Captain Wilson, became a member of the firm. March 18, 1878 
the company was incorporated with a capital stock of $2,000,000. 
In 1886 John H. Knapp retired from the presidency and two years 
later died. William Wilson died in 1892. 

With regard to your question concerning the largest sawmill in 
Wisconsin, we have seen no such statement but it is not improbable. 
In 1878 the company had many mills: a water power and a steam 
mill at Menomonie; mills at Downsville, Rice Lake, Prairie Farm, 
Chetek; others also at Dubuque and St. Louis. The company was 
by 1878 the largest manufacturer of lumber in the United States and 
was said to be the largest lumber corporation in the world. In 1873 
there were 1,200 men on the pay roll; in 1878, 2,500 were reported. 
At the semicentennial of the founding of the company, celebrated in 
1896, it was announced that for the past fifteen years the pay roll 
had averaged 2,000 men. Eighty-five million feet of lumber per year 
was the average for twenty-five years (1871-96). 

With regard to your question concerning printed duebills, we 
have no definite information but think it probable they were employed. 
The company owned many stores and farms, built and operated six 
steamboats, and did a considerable banking business. In all proba- 
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bility no other agency was more valuable in opening up, settling, and 
developing central western Wisconsin than the Knapp-Stout & Co. 
Lumber Company. 

COSTUMES THREE GENERATIONS AGO 

I am in search of details in the matter of dress of the American 
people, both male and female, during the period between 1825 and 1840. 

Also I wish exact information as to the manner in which Feench- 
Canadians and fur traders, trappers, and voyageurs of the Northwest 
Territory dressed during the eighteen thirties. 

W. S. Hoffman 

Campion College 

The Americans of the period which you mention dressed in the 
fashion of the times, as imported from Europe. Traveler after trav- 
eler speaks of the fashionable mode, especially of the women's dress. 
Any book of fashions for that period will give you the general style. 
If you desire, we can lend you such a book. 

As for the French-Canadians, voyageurs, etc., their dress was 
quite different. Almost without exception the men wore hunting 
shirts, either of linen in summer or of deer skin or blanket material 
in winter. Some few wore pantaloons, but the majority dressed like 
the Indians in long leggings and a breechclout. Moccasins were 
nearly universal. For exterior garments they wore a capot, that is 
a big cape with a kind of peaked hood to be drawn over the head. 
This was made of a blanket, or sometimes of skins. Ordinarily a 
large kerchief was twisted around the head. Some trappers pre- 
ferred a skin cap with the animal tails dangling. The sash or girdle 
was one of the most important articles of dress. It was a long, 
straight piece of cloth or silk twisted around the waist two or three 
times. Into it was thrust the hunting knife and in its folds were car- 
ried small articles like the pipe, tobacco, etc. The hunting shirts 
and moccasins were frequently adorned with bead work. Fringes of 
dressed skin adorned the leggings and the bottom and front seam of 
the hunting shirt. 

HISTORY OF FORT MACKINAC 

Will you inform me as to the date when the old Blockhouse on 
Mackinac Island was built? I would be glad to receive any information 
that you can give me regarding its history or incidents connected with it. 

William H. Dimick 
Boston, Massachusetts 



